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Building trust

New Building Industry Association president believes public has been
misinformed about group’s stand on farmland. He’ll work to change that.

BY PAULA WOLF
Sunday News Staff Writer
pwolf@Inpnews.com

With all the controversy over smart
growth that has erupted since the sud-
den resignation of chief county planner
Ronald Bailey in late November, it’s not
an easy time to be the incoming presi-
dent of the Building Industry Associa-
tion of Lancaster County.

But Dave Pusey is ready for the
challenge. The secretary/treasurer of
Pusey & Raffensperger Builders Inc.,
Lititz, he wants to dispel some of the
negative press the BIA has received
and make clear its commitment to
farmland preservation and smart
growth.

“We bring a different point of view”
to the discussion, he said. “As a builder,
I'm very concerned about preserva-
tion. ... There has to be a balance be-
tween [farmland] preservation and the
need to build places tolive.”

A Chester County native, Pusey
moved to Lancaster County to attend
Millersville University, graduating in
1968 with
a degree
in indus-
trial arts.
He taught
woodwork-
ing and
drafting

for a year
at what was then Conestoga Valley Ju-
nior High School, after which he spent
two years in the Army.

Following his discharge from the
military, he was a teacher at Unionville
High School in Chester County and at
Cedar Crest High School in Lebanon
County.

He decided to enter the building
profession when he and his wife, Judy,
were getting ready to start a family.
“Teachers weren’t paid as much then,”
Pusey said.

Home construction was something
he was familiar with because his father
was in the building materials business,
he said. “I grew up withit.”

In 1977, Pusey started Bi-David
Builders with partner David Fake. He
then went into business for himself and
eventually teamed up with Al Manmill-
er to form Manmiller Pusey Builders.

In 1984, he and Fred Raffensperger
established Pusey & Raffensperger
Builders. For the last 14 years, the
company’s been at 100 Front St., Lititz.

Pusey said he considers himself
a small-to-medium-size builder,
constructing about 25 homes a year.
Currently, Pusey & Raffensperger,
which has five full-time employees, is
building town houses in the Landings
at Eagle Heights, a Manor Township
subdivision.

“I do not believe
n sprawl.”

Dave Pusey

Around 35 percent of his business is
remodeling and additions, he said.

Both of Pusey’s children are follow-
ing in their father’s footsteps. Scott, 26,
is office manager of Pusey & Raffens-
perger, and Andrea, 24, works in mar-
keting and special events for the U.S.
Green Building Council in Washington,
D.C.

“She has a strong interest in con-
servation, green building and smart
growth,” he said.

His wife is a learning support
teacher for Lancaster-Lebanon Inter-
mediate Unit 13, and Pusey serves on
the Warwick School Board. He’s a for-
mer member of the Warwick Township
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Dave Pusey, 2005 president of the Building Industry Association of Lancaster County, stands in front of
town houses his company, Pusey & Raffensperger Builders Inc., is building at Landings at Eagle Heights.

Planning Commission.

A member of the BIA for about 24
years, Pusey chaired the Parade of
Homes committee in 2004 and was
instrumental in starting the Parade in
the 1980s as a response to a sluggish
housing market.

Smart growth

As BIA president, he said his major
priority in 2005 is cutting through pub-
lic misinformation about the organiza-
tion’s position on smart growth.

Other goals include increasing
membership; focusing on ways to help
members control burgeoning costs,

such as health care;
and educating build-
ers and subcontrac-
tors on the regula-
tions of the statewide
building code that
went into effect last
year.

Since planner Bai-
ley announced his
resignation a month
and a half ago, citing
an antagonistic rela-
tionship with county
Commissioner Pete
Shaub as the reason,
questions about the
BIA’'s commitment to
smart growth have
beenraised.

“Idonotbelieve in
sprawl,” said Pusey,
who grew up on a
farm. He said build-
ing should be done
“around current
communities.”

Cluster develop-
ments that provide
open space and pre-
serve more of the
natural setting are
growing in popular-
ity, Pusey said.

Housing demand
remains steady
because the county
population grows an
average of 5,000 an-
nually, he said. “We
need to accommo-
date those who want
tolive here.”

Redevelopment
of properties in Lan-
caster city and the
county’s  boroughs
and towns is some-
thing he strongly
supports as well,
Pusey said.

Work force hous-
ing, for people who
aren’t high on the
income scale, needs to be affordable,
and that’s an ongoing concern the BIA
is focused on, he said.

In Lancaster County, the BIA esti-
mates there are 26,000 people directly
or indirectly involved in the building
industry, Pusey said, which is more
than 12 percent of the total work force.

“We feel like we bring a lot of ex-
pertise” to decisions about farmland
preservation and planning issues, he
said. “It’s important we work together
to develop good, meaningful use of the
It

and.
“We’d like to be a viable part of the
future of this county.”



